
Shiloh Education
JES (JUBILEE EXCELLENCE SCHOOLS) ECD PROGRAM

The Jubilee Excellence Schools (JES) curriculum is an Early Childhood Development (ECD)
programme designed to provide world-class education in excellent facilities while serving as
community centres. Its primary aim is to prepare children not only for primary school but also for life
by developing them emotionally, socially, mentally, physically, and spiritually.

Shiloh Klipheuwel

The pioneer school was established in 2006 with the vision of providing one million South African children
access to quality ECD education. Situated in the disadvantaged community of Klipheuwel, the school seeks to
address poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, and social challenges through education. The school is registered
with the Western Cape Department of Education and benefits not only children but also their families and the
wider community.

What Makes JES Different

✦ Individual Attention: Providing personal care with a teacher-to-child ratio of approximately 1:15.

✦ Fostering Independence: Encouraging children to become independent by allowing them to do
tasks for themselves.

✦ Self-Improvement: Promoting personal growth rather than competition with others.

✦ Intrinsic Motivation: Avoiding artificial reward systems and instead cultivating genuine inner drive.

✦ Local Leadership: Employing and training passionate teachers from local communities.

✦ Value-Based Foundation: Following a strong, principled value-based approach.
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The Three Pillars of the JES Curriculum

1. Montessori Method

Child-centred, hands-on learning that promotes independence, concentration, problem-solving, respect,
and a lifelong love for learning.

2. The Jubilee System

A Bible-based cultural curriculum organised around the story of Creation, encouraging children to
explore God's creation through engaging, practical experiences.

3. Elements of the National Curriculum

Structured outdoor play, art, and music activities that thoroughly prepare learners for formal schooling in
Grade 1.

Educational Goals

The curriculum is holistically structured to develop independence, self-discipline, self-motivation, confidence,
responsibility, emotional and social intelligence, as well as critical thinking and creativity.

The Prepared Environment

The classroom is carefully organised to encourage independent learning. Materials are fully accessible to
children, distractions are minimised, and every item has a designated place. Teachers meticulously prepare
the environment to allow children the freedom to explore while maintaining orderly harmony.

Classroom Learning Areas

Practical Life
Everyday life skills and fine motor development.

Sensorial
Developing and refining the senses through direct
exploration.

Mathematics
Hands-on mathematical learning and numerical
concepts.

Language
Communication, literacy, vocabulary, and phonics.

Cultural
Knowledge of creation, nature, geography, science, and
history.

Art
Creative expression and exploration using various art
media.
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Discipline

JES views discipline as something that is developed within the child rather than imposed through external
punishment. Self-discipline is fostered through an orderly environment, freedom within clear boundaries,
respect for others, freedom from competition and unnecessary pressure, and ample opportunities to make
choices, express opinions, socialise, and develop responsibility.

The Three Core School Rules:

Boundaries exist to protect children, teachers, and learning materials while allowing children to cultivate self-
control.

Overall Summary

The JES curriculum combines Montessori education, Biblical values, and national curriculum outcomes to
develop the whole child. Its focus is on nurturing independent, confident, self-disciplined learners through
hands-on experiences, strong community involvement, carefully prepared learning environments, and values-
based education that prepares children both for school and for life.
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We have respect for ourselves, each other, the environment, and the equipment.✦

✦ Everything has its place and should be returned to its place.

✦ Never break someone’s concentration.
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